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Ecumenical Patriarchate
of Constantinople,

His All-Holiness,

the Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew

Cultural work in progress

Interview by Dr. Kostas Prapoglou
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“The erisis has not distanced people from
the Church; instead, it has reinforced

The Ecumenical Patriarchate
of Constantinople is the name
of the Archbishop of Conslan-
tinople - New Rome. It consti-
tutes one of the oldest centers
of the Church, the origins

its bonds with then

of which are daled back, by
some historians, to the foun-
dation of Byzantium as the
new capital of the Easlern Ro-
man Empire during the reign
of Conslantine the Great, in
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Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople
His All-Holiness, the Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew

tou Meydhou Kwvotavtivou tov 40 aubva. Edpa
1ou Marprapxeiou eivat o Matplapxikag Oikog Tou
®avapiou, orou Bpiokeal kat o Marplopxikég
vacg tou Ayiou Mewpyicu. To Oikoupeviko Ma-
Tplapxeio, eK16C and v Apxlenakonn g Kwv-
atavivolnoing, aplBpei enapxieg oty Toupkia,
Eupdonn, Acia, Apepikn kat keavia. H noAuaxt-
¢ nveupaukn dpdon tou MNatplapxeiou anAm-
VETOL 0€ OAN TOU TNY ENIKPATELD HE ChPAaVTKATATY
16pUpara (n.x. 10'18pupa MNatepikav MeAstwy otn
Movn Bhatabwy Beooahovikng, 1o lvoutodto Me-
Tantuxtakwy onoubdv OpBobétou Beooyiag oto
Pregny-Chambésy tng ENBetiag, 1o OpBobogo iv-
cutoUto «[otpuapxng ABnvayopag» oto Berkeley
¢ Kahigpdpviag), evay otnv KwvotavivolinoAn
yivovral tepdatieg ripoondBeteg Slatnpnong oha
Kot eEENENG Twv exel 1BpupaTtwy Kat BiBAwbn-
kwv. O Marpuapxng BapBohopaiog eival o 2706¢
otnv LOToPIKA oelpd Biaboxng kat tehei to H0-
OKoAo €pyo TOU MVEUNOTIKOU NYETN PE ONMTEPO
oKOoNd TN CUVEXLON ToU poAoU TG EKKANGIag othy
avdtaon Twy anavioxod XpLoTavay Kdt Jn.

the 4th century. The Seat of the Patriarchate is
the Patriarchal House of Fener, where the Patri-
archal Cathedral of St. George is also situated.
Apart from the Archbishop of Constantinople,
the Ecumenical Patriarchate also has under his
fold numerous dioceses in Turkey, Europe, Asia,
America and Oceania. The manifold spiritual
activity of the Patriarchate spans throughout its
territory with very important institutions (e.g.
the Patriarchal Instilute For Patristic Studies in
Thessaloniki, the Orthodox Center of The Ec-
umenical Patriarchate in Pregny-Chambésy,
Switzerland and The Patriarch Athenagoras
Orthodox Institute in Berkeley, California), while
enormous conservation efforts are undertaken
for the development of institutions and libraries
in Istanbul. Patriarch Bartholomew is the 270th
and currenl Archbishop of Censtanlinople and
Ecumenical Palriarch. He has the seminal task
of spiritual leader in aiming al continuing the role
of the church in the uplifting its people, whether
Christians or nol.
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BapBoiopaiog

His All-Holiness, lhe Ecumenical Patriarch
Barthoclomew spoke 1o Days of Art in
Greece about the cultural and spiritual role
of ihe Patriarchate today.

@1 The salvation and propagation of the
Hellenic spirit and intellect on a global
scale, has always been one of Lhe Con-
stantinople Palriarchate's most significant
endeavours, To what degree and with what
means does the Patriarchate’s contribution
continue today?

Al The Greek language is the language of
the Holy Gospel and the Great Fathers of
the Church. The philosophical language and
thought of the ancient Greeks was utilised
advantageously by the Fathers to compose
our pious denemination of our Faith. The
elements of dialogue, demacratic interlocu-
tion, poetry, musical expression, composite
oration, tragic drama, rhythm, harmony,
architectural elegance, doric simplicity, and
many other elements that fogether com-
prise what is called "Hellenic Spirit’, have
been utilised for aecns and in numerous
ways by the Mother Church of Constantino-
ple and continue to be employed, not just in
the domains of its long physical presence,
but also in the diaspora of its children,
through the Holy Dioceses of the Throne,
the Theological Schools and Institutions

in the USA, Australia, Canada, Germany,
Switzerland and elsewhere, through the
Patriarchal Foundation of Patristic Studies
in Thessaloniki, and through its many
Greek Orthodox educational institutions.
Also, through the many and varied spiritual,
cultural, social, and environmental octivities
and initiotives of the Patriarchate as well as
through special publicalions, conferences,
cangresses, efc.
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Q2 What are the obstacles you are called
upon to face through your extremely
important role in safeguarding our spiritual
heritage?

- A2 The Ecumenical Patriarchate is also

faced with the problems plaguing the whole
of the contemporary world, Globalisation and
the rule of finance, secularisation, consum-
erism, self-centeredness, self-righteous-
ness, technocracy and the rule of science

do not constitute favourable prerequisites
for a spiritual proposal for life that refers to
faith and hope, love and solidarity, freedom
and responsibility, to sacrifice personal
inferests aver common good, fo the priority
of being instead of seeming, to spiritual over
materialistic choices, and much more. The
axiom "Not everything is new and novel, nor
is everything novel and competent” is always
valid. We are not deterred by difficulties, but
we offer our good efforts in order to propa-
gate the spiritual heritage of our Fathers.

Q3 What schools and institutions in
Conslantinople are under the aegis of the
Patriarchate, and how are they active?

A3 The Holy Theological School of Halki has
not been functioning for more than forty
years; involuntarily, and beyond any sense
of justice. It is, however, ative because of
the small monastic community within it and
also through various theological, ecological,
and artistic conferences and congresses as
well as through its rich library. Also the Pa-
triorchal Great School of the Nation (Phanar
Greek Orthodox College) situated in the Fen-
er district, has a history of more than half

a millennium, acts as o middte tier school.
Furthermore, the Zographeion Lyceum and
Zappeion historical schools also provide
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Thw Paatriarchical Church of St, George
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mid tier education. Unfortunately,
other historical institutions such

as the Joakimeion Girl's School
and Marasleion School as well as
our schools in Galata district and
other areas, even those near Holy
Dioceses are all suspended after
the sad events of the fifties, sixties,
and seventies. A bright exception
emerged last year on the island

of Imvros, on which once again
our elementary school and junior
school started operating fwo years
ogo, and the high school started
this year, despite the small number
of students. For reasons of justice,
we must acknowledge that the Pa-
trearchol Great School of the Nation,
as well as the Zographeion and
Zappeioh schools offer to Greek
children in Constantinople a high
level education, giving graduates
great prospects lo further their
sludtes at universities.

Q4 How can Greek and foreign
researchers and scholars access
the libraries of the Patriarchate
and its instilutions today?

A4 Access is posstble after
consultation with the appointed
staff ot each of the educational
institutions. For those who are
interested in the library of the
Patriarchate they must contact the
Ecumenical Pairiarchate directly,
accompanying their request with
their curriculum vitae, along with
a description of the subject of their

Sil.
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Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople
His All-Holiness, the Ecumenical

studies and research. The completion of
the digitisation process of the Library of The
Holy Theological School of Halki will soon
open new possibilities to pursuit its spiritual
freasures.

Q5 Apart frem ils glorious course in the
history of the Patriarchate, The Holy Theo-
logical School of Halki has faced and is still
facing serious problems. What actions are
being underlaken to re-operate the School,
and where do negotialions with the Turkish
government stand at the moment?

AS Of course, we never accepted the sus-
pension of operaftons of our Holy Theo-
fogical School as a fait accompli. We have
always been fighting with all judicial means
to lift this injustice against the School We
are not disappointed by the passage of time,
nor by the unfulfilled promises given by
officials all this time. We keep returning to
our fair demand, again and again. We have
many supporters in this task, inside the
country ond abroad. We hope that God will
speak well into the hearts of those officials
in charge and we will eventually achieve the
desired result.

Qé Have lhe socic-economic conditions and
developments of the recent years in Greece
shaken the relationship between people
and the Church, or do you believe they have
brought them closer?

A6 To the contrary, we believe that this re-
lationship has been reinforced. The Church
acts with feelings of great affection towards
its chuldren in distress and takes care not
Just te provide their Heavenly Bread, but
also the datly bread of survival. The Church
sympathises its chidren, supports them,
comforts them, supports them physically
and spiritually, and philanthropically eases

Patriarch Bartholomew

their plight in numerous ways. For many,
wha until yesterday were Christians in hame
onty, the following saying does apply: "in
your grief, God has remembered you!". No!
The crisis has nol distanced people from the
Church; instead, it hos reinforced its bonds
with thern. This is what we observe,

Q7 The same circumstances in conjunction
with the emergence of the crucial refugee
issue are, apart from the springboard for

a re-evaluation of principles of all soris, a
chance for contemplalion and expression
by people from the domain of culture,
among which contemporary artists. Whal
is the relationship of the Patriarchale

with artistic expression? Is there dialogue
between art and the Church today?

A7 Let us note, simply, the presence of
worthy peets among the Holy Hierarchy of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, like the Metro-
politan of Pergi Evangelos, the Archbishop
of Austratia Stylianos, and the Metropolitan
of Proikonissos Joseph, who with great
sensitvity have dealt with the tragedy of

the human drama, while the Metropolitan
of Chalkidon Athanasios is a distinguished
art critic. The list certainly does not exhaust
ttself with clergy, but many members of
our Church around the globe, officials of the
Throne, like, for example, painter and ico-
nographer loannis Mitrakas, several other
charismatic clergy of the mother Church
express their thoughts and thetr hopes
arlistically. We encourage and bless their
efforts. Significant ecclesiastical museums
in the Throne's provinces, on Mount Athos,
on Patmos, at the Ecumenical Patrigrchate’s
Orthodox Center at Chambésy, Switzerland,
and elsewhere, the cultivation of the so-
called holy arts, like ecclesiastical music,
hymnography, iconography, artefact conser-
vation, embroidery, church architecture, elc,
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Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople

pear testimony of the esteem that the Mo!h.-
er Church considers the a{{s as an qurhennc
language of faith and tradition. Durtpg the
Holy Liturgy and all other holy functions,
Orthodox Christians are in an em_uronmgnt
of images, colours, sounds, poetic crear_:on,
and architectural expression. Indeed this
realm of spirifual ascension and aesthetic
experience is very familiar for the faifhfu{, as
they feel at heme in our churches. It is not by
chance that fove of beauty” is @ meaningful
dimension of our Orthodox faith and has a
pivotal role in our theology.

@8 How important is for the Patriarchate
the existence of educational programmes,
and how are these implemented through-
out the world, where Greeks live?

AB Obviously, very important, and not just
because it supports what already exists, but
also because it makes sure to create and
develop new ones. All of the Archbishop-
rics, with their dioceses, and parishes are
commendably active in this. Beyond the
so-called Sunday schools of the diaspora,
where language, history, the Orthodox faith,
and the cultural values and traditions of the
Nation are being taught, there also exists

a number of daytime bilingual schools,
cultural associations, Orthodex youth organ-
isations, volunteer initiatives, etc making an
enormeus impact. They are very successful
and contribute to the continuation of Ortho-
doxy's invaluable traditions.

His All-Holiness, the Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew

BAPQOAOMAIO..
25 XPONIA OTKOYMENIROYE [TATPIARXHS

[99[-2016

LLAS

AHMORKPATIA

Ta EMAnvikd Taxubpopeia, je agoppf thv supniipwon 25 Xpévwy and tnv
avdppnon tou Oikoupevikol Natpiapxn BapBoAopaiou otov fatpiapxikd
8povo tns Kwvotavuvounohns, tipnoay tov Mpokadipevo tns OpBobogns
ExkxAnoias pe tnv ékboon tns Avapvnoukns Leipds Tpappatocnpwy = Peyié :
«BapBoAopaios - 25 xpovia Oikoupevikds Matpiapxns».

Ixediaon - npooappoyn: AvBoUAa Adyka , AledBuvon @ihoteMopol EATA

«Bartholomew - 25 Years Ecumenical Patriarch»

Hellenic Post ELTA S.A., on the occasion of completing 25 years of the as-
cension of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew to the Patriarchal throne of
Constantineple, honored the Primate of the Orthodox Church with the issue of a
Commemoration Set of Stamps - Feuillet: "Bartholomew - 25 years Ecumenical
Patriarch.”

Adaptation: Anthoula Lygka, Philatelic Servise ELTA S.A.
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